Do your staff know the cost of pharmaceuticals and lab tests?
ED physicians often are misinformed about the cost of diagnostic tests and drugs. Physicians tend to overuse tests and treatments that do not improve patient care, according to ED experts. Comparing test utilization with peers is a strong motivator for physicians. Listing costs of antibiotics on protocols can cut costs and improve consistency of care. Commonly overutilized lab tests in the ED are blood alcohols, urine cultures, electrolytes, and blood gases. Commonly overused X-rays are abdominal series, CT of the head, and lumbar spine series.